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INTRODUCTION

“Cultural Readings from Folk Tales, Legends, and History” is a cultural reader
intended for students who have successfully completed intermediate Korean. This
text affords students the opportunity to further improve their language skills as they
become familiar with Korean culture and history. With this in mind, the author has
integrated a particular cultural lexicon within the stories rather than a more
colloquial linguistic style. The stories are simple in structure and incorporate
commonly used vocabulary ideal for an intermediate student. English translations for
any newly introduced vocabulary and phrases are provided after each passage,

which greatly aids in self-study.

Throughout her long history, Korea has developed a culture and tradition unique to
her people, and produced many historically eminent figures. However, due to the
onslaught of numerous foreign invasions, much of Korea's cultural assets and many

historical records have been destroyed, burnt, or stolen. Fortunately, the historian

Kim BusSik’s “The Chronicles of the Three States” (1145) and Buddhist monk Il¥Yun’s
“The Heritage of the Three States” (128D survived from the Goryeo Dynasty period.
These invaluable historical records serve as key sources for this work.

The stories presented in this book are representative of some of the most well-
known Korean folk tales and reflect the unique mentality of the Korean people.
These legends are passed on generation after generation, and their roots can be
traced to actual events or historical figures. Many traces of these historically-based
legends can still be found in present-day Korea. ‘The Jamyeonggo Drum’ took place
in an actual region called Nangnang, and both ‘The Bell that Cried’ and ‘The King
Who Was Buried at Sea’ tell the story of monuments that still stand in the country
today.

This book also explores the fascinating and well-known stories behind some of the
most highly respected and honorable figures in Koreas history. Such stories and the
great figures who inspired them are numerous and the collection in this book only
represents a small sample of a much greater repertoire. The author chose to select
those figures whose importance could be more easily appreciated through an
anecdotal style of storytelling, rather than a biographical or historical approach. A
particularly illustrative figure was chosen from various periods of Korean history: the
Three Kingdoms, the Unified Silla Dynasty, the Goryeo Dynasty, and the Joseon
Dynasty. A historical background in English precedes each story to provide the
necessary context for a deeper understanding of the passage.

These folk tales, legends, and historical sketches are just morsels of a larger palette
of Korean culture, and by no means should they be taken as representing Korean
culture in its entirety. Through this book, the author hopes that newcomers to the

region can gain a good introduction to the fascinating story of Korea.
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Folk tales, legends, and historical sketches are excellent materials for motivating
study and particularly ideal for improving language skills while introducing a new
culture. When using this text as a teaching tool, it is best to focus both on language
and cultural instruction. The varying backgrounds and levels of ability among the
students do significantly influence the method of language instruction, thus it is
difficult to advocate any one particular teaching methodology. Below are applications

of a few principal methods:

,, Folk tales are ideal for generating creativity and curiosity in students. Active
participation helps to generate a positive response, so create an opportunity for
students to participate through roleplay and acting out portions of these folk tales.
You might also assign an oral presentation on folk tales students have read or essays
on individual, personal impressions of the stories. Students could also exercise their
creativity through writing their own version or revising parts of one of these folk

tales.

2 When reviewing the Legends section, various audio-visual materials may provide
students with a relevant, firsthand connection to the stories. For example, when

teaching ‘The Jamyeonggo Drum] point out Nangnang on a map and allow students

to act out the story For upper-level students, you might compare and contrast the
stories and legends of Korea with those of another culture, such as the ‘Romeo and
Juliet” motif. When reviewing ‘The Reflection in the Pond, show pictures of Bulguksa
Temple’s stone pagoda (Seokgatap) along with those of Seokguram Grotto, a
designated UNESCO World Heritage site. For upperlevel students, learning about
Sillas Buddhist culture can broaden and enrich their cultural knowledge. When
reviewing ‘The Bell that Cried, show a picture of the bell in the legend and allow
students to discuss the implications of the mothers decision. When reviewing ‘The
King Who Was Buried at Sea) point out the site of the tomb on a map and with a bit
of imagination, the lesson becomes an on-site tour for the students. Reflection papers
assigned to students will foster a much deeper understanding of the culture while
improving language skills. Provide students with a map of Korea and be sure to
point out the various locations of the legends, which will prove exciting for the

students.

3 When reviewing the People section, use as many supplemental materials as
possible along with maps and time lines marking the relevant periods corresponding
to the historical figures. Particularly with upper-level students, when reviewing ‘The
Great King Gwanggaeto, ‘The Great Buddhist Master Wonhyo, ‘The Great Queen
Seondeok] ‘General Kim, Yu<Sin, and ‘The Loyal Minister Jeong, Mong-Ju, briefly
review the corresponding history of China and Japan. Also, further discuss the
relationship of these two countries with Korea and each other to provide more
historical context and understanding for the students. When reviewing ‘The Patriot,
Yu, GwansSun] review Western history along with the history of Chinas Qing Dynasty
and the history of Japan following the Meiji Restoration. Also, review the course of

Japanese colonization of Korea and Japans 35 year colonial policy It would also be
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useful to examine the history of those people who emigrated to Manchuria and
Hawaii during Japanese colonization.

When reviewing the People section, the English historical background preceding
each passage is critical before reading each story. For ‘The Great King Gwanggaeto;
you might show a map of East Asia and briefly explain where Gojoseon was first
established and how it developed into Goguryeo. During ‘The Great Queen
Seondeok) it might be helpful to explain how open-minded Silla society was
regarding women and their role in society. As an extension to this discussion,
compare the social status of women in Silla society to that in present-day Korean
society. When reviewing ‘General Kim, YuSin, explain how Hwarangdo later became
the model of Japans samurai; a comparison between the Hwarangdo and samurai
would make an interesting lesson. When reading ‘The Great King Sejong; a broad
overview of world history in addition to Korean history will expand students general
knowledge of history. You could design an interdisciplinary studies program with
teachers of other subjects or organize a Culture Day created to introduce Korea and
Asia to the greater student population. These types of activities will serve as great
opportunities for students to understand, appreciate, and respect numerous other

cultures.
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Folk Tales
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® Word-structure

Kim, Hyeon; name of a man
tiger

maiden (literally, a virgin)

once upon a time /% (old)+<(day)

Silla Kingdom (BC 57~935) period /A|t—period,
era

at (that time)
bachelor
temple (Buddhist)

until late at night/%%tt—to be late into the
night

to take a walk around a pagoda/%(pagoda)+
=°](noun form of =Ttt—to walk around)+3}tt
(to do)

pretty /d|¥ct—to be pretty
like himself /#7]—oneself

the moment (he) saw (her) /2THto see)+
—+= #7Hat that moment)

to fall in love with /tt2(heart)+®St7|thto
have something stolen)

to approach
with what reason, why

with a surprised face (expression) /=z2tthto
be surprised)+@=(face)+—(2)Z(with, by)

lady

to think that (you) are (my spouse)/H|Z
(spouse)+—(o])gtaL AZ-sithto think that)

oh dear
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shyly / 51121 ¥3lthto be shy)+—(2)H A (while,
as)

while conversing with each other /F18t}to
give and take)+—+ &<%H(while)

to come to like /Eotslthto like)+—7 =thto
end up doing)

married couple

to decide to become /= t}to become)+
—7|2 3}tHto decide to do)

to have to go/7Ithto go)+—oloF Ethmust, to
have to)

parents (literally, adults)

let' s tell / %(honorific word for T)+—Z=2t}
(honorific word for Fth+—(2)uAth(let’ s)
(propositive ending in polite formal style)

while being very surprised /7% =2tthto be
surprised)+— () (while)

quickly
should not
why do you say that?

don't follow me /w2t thio follow someone)+
—Z] ZtHdon't)

for the sake of the matter /$J3ltt—to do for
the sake of

hurriedly /53tt}—to be in a hurry
left and /HUtHto leave)+—°Hand)
in the mountains /At—mountain

to go/7lth(to go)+—°F HE}H(to end up
doing)

we}rieh
e
271

ofjoF
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Aol S0k Alztol+ut

2% m=2yzt

=7 Folzt

.‘é!-}ﬂol-
ate)
A
wo]
T3t}
St
Sofrhr}
WA Utk
247
srohict

£
(# Word-

to follow
small /21%t}t—to be small
thatched house

Child! / cl(short form of ©}o])+°KThis follows
the name when calling someone by his or
her first name in plain style.)

must have followed (you) /m}tet2thHio follow)+—
U 2okt seems)

it is time (for them) to come back home/
Al ZHtime)+—o|thto be)+—Ttt(oh | see that,
oh | realize that) This exclamatory ending in
plain style expresses the speaker's new
awareness of a fact or an event.

since (they) may harm (him) /3| xttto harm
someone)+—(2)aA] Z2thto not know if)+
—(2)Y7Hbecause)

hide (him) /%7]tHto hide)+—° FtH(to do
something for someone)+—¢|2H(imperative
ending in intimate style)

soon
counting unit for animals

like a human being

food /noun form of Hrti—to eat

to find

starved and /= ThHto starve)+—il(and)
to roam around

to smell of /HAj—smell

easily /Htt—to be easy

to find
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A T

7heHl

glofioFAlTt

A A

Al FAch

after that
just

when (they) were about to devour /&4 thto
devour)+—(2)8 1L 3s}thto intend to)+
—(2)2 w(when)

suddenly
sky
to sound /4 2—sound

Listen (carefully)! /EtHto hear)+—olzt
(imperative ending in intimate style)

you (plural) /¥ —you

innocent /%] gltk—to be innocent
life

recklessly, at random

(you) go around harming (peoples’ lives)/

g x]tHto hurt+— ththio go around doing)+
—=7U(oh, | see that) (exclamatory ending in
plain style)

among

to have to get rid of /§lolithto get rid of)+
—ol} /ojoAtHwill have to, should)

to come forward and /U4|t}to come forward)+
—o]X(and)

if you let (my brothers) live /42 FA|thhonorific
form for 4# Frtl—to save)+—(2)LTHH(if)

instead
to receive (punishment)

(she) decided to receive (punishment) and/
dthto receive)t+—7|2 dlthto decide to do)+

e ) e e G K

Rrel o
sy
wetex| #a7 st}

g Asith

wolof st

whxjeto 2
=y
=9} =elm At

of A ol Tole?

o X
od oo

L2
N
do
ol

£
(# Word-

—3l(and)

to run away

to be surprised

you (honorific word for 1)

Are you saying that you are a tiger? /Z%o]
(tiger)+—°]tHto be)+—(chEt= Loltito say
that) +—2?(interrogative ending in polite
informal style)

mask of (@ human) /2 —mask
to put on, to wear

to not let (you) follow /w2t thto follow)+
—A XsttHcannot)+—A 3dtth(to let someone
do something)

to forgive

must receive /4tth(to receive)+—o}lof 3ttt
(must)

lastly
young gentleman

() want to help (you) /=% =g tH(honorific
word for =¢}thk—to help)+—2 AltHto want
to do)

how can you help me?/Z=25thto help)+
— 1 /=% olthto say that)+—27? (interrogative
ending in polite informal style)

appearance
street
king

in order to catch /% tHto catch)+—7] ¢3l(in
order to)

11
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<o <o
W Word-Structure w8 Word-structure
A= reward, prize st to be satisfied
H&S 4 Aot (he) will offer a civil service position/H<(civil LI finally
service position)+ZtHto bet, to offer)+ _
—(©)a Zo|thwill do) St to part
A castle, court o=t big /A tt¥th—to be big
Bz north of U ERLEA] appeared and /UElUtHio appear)+
—o}/o}/o] A (and)
= forest
= oL FH1E nobody
Z 9y7t () will go, so/7ItHto go)+—(2)= EHY7t
(therefogre ) < 4 & 5 oo cannot catch /@ thto catch+—(2)= 4+ §itt
5 (cannot)
g2 there
vt country (referring to the court)
Folth to Kkill
N FAG% sttt to say that (they) will give/Fthto give)+
o] & since —Atta sltHto say that they will)
&< Holl= (since ) have to die, () would rather/Zth(to A7 himself, one's
die)+—(2)2 Hiol=(would rather)
i 742 1L with (a knife) /7}A|tHto have, to take)+
1 4ot () want to die/ZtHto die)+—2 Althto want —3(and)
to)
ode o to inform /<2 thto let someone know)+
F& gole? what are you talking about? —o] Zthto do something for
H| & even though Ao} o after a while
ArgrE oFY A gt (you) are not human, but/A(person)+ &S HHE F after (she) changed (her) appearance /
olythto not be)+—A2Hbut) % (appearance) +HHtHto change)+
(O L=
Ato] relationship (@) FH(after)
A &
ke thankful / T%TH—to be thankful R because of me
B but o wounded, hurt/tX|th—to get hurt
A&l F to treat /A &3ltt(to treat)+—9o] Fth(to do

(BF=)e] Agt dojtt the matter is in (heaven's) hands/

A3ltHto decide)+ 2 (matter) something for someone)

SEA
e later t Heungnyunsa, name of a temple
AE sk for me /A (humble word for h)-+—3l(for) Soy sauce
Hf= 4L
RS to build for put on and/H2tHto put on, to apply)

—1(and)
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Wgleha Wit

opgiry =
A7 |SAE

o
Be

EoF7] fZoltt

trumpet sound /Y4Z(trumpet)+42|(sound)

if (you) let (them) hear /&8 Ft(to let
someone hear)+—(2)®(if)

wound

will heal, will get better /%¥t}Hto get better, to
be cured)+—(2)2 Athwill be)

(she) was embraced in (his) bosom and /&
(bosom)+2¢t7]thHto be embraced)+—o}/9/4
(and then)

to shed tears /=& —tears

to snatch away from

by one's self, on one's own
to stab (her) neck/=—neck

kneeled down and /&% tHto kneel down)+
—okand)

to say that (he) caught/%thto catch)+
—t}1 FsltHto say that)

as (he) promised /%< (promise)+—HZ(as)
amazingly /A17|3}tt—to be amazing

completely /% thto wash, to clean)+
—(2)v %9](like, as if)

as (he) promised /%F43ltHto promise)+
—(©)Lv Y Z(as)

continuously / Al43ltt—to continue

as (he) got promoted /2 Zt}to go up)+
—(©)HA(while, as)

happily /3 &3}tt—to be happy
all

because (she) helps/=25t}Hto help)+

~2}3 Aztsie}
Az de g2

£7%
=)= Egn
Aldol &3

% Ut =
A%
&7)of

obgeh

(€22 22 HA

A
<o
=33 (0]2)

$27] Aasict

LEITAE
gz
ok ek

£
(# Word-

—7] "j&°]tHbecause)
to think that/AZsltt—to think

whenever (he) finds free time /A7t Uth
(to have free time)+—+= T Z(whenever)

the Buddhist doctrine
to also hold (a Buddhist mass)

years passed and /Al ¥ (time)+3ZEt}(to
pass)+—©°}(and)

the time has come to die/=th (to die)+
—(©)= "7} =} (it is time to)

experience
for knowing /2 tHto know)+—7]l+=(for)
to be a waste

write about (the incidents) and/%(incident)
+22 ZAthto write)+—°]4l(and)

world
to announce, to let someone know

(as) Nonhorim, name of a forest/°|tt(to
be)+—(¢])ztil(to say that)

to begin calling/#Zt}to call)+—7] Al&3}ckto
begin doing)

even till today
still (without changing), as it is

to remain
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